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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 1. (Currently amended) An information recording medium which includes a user 

2 data area and a medium management information area and which allows update of information, 

3 comprising: 

4 an alternative area for th e ar e a including a defec tive area on said information 

5 recording medium detected when information is recorded or reproduced: and 

6 a management area for management of correspondence between said area 

7 including defec tive area and said alternative area i; and 

8 wh e r e in th e information recorded on said information recording medium 

9 indicative of an for id e ntifying th e allowable number of times of recording of information-is 
10 previously r e cord e d on th e r e cording m e dium . 

2. (Canceled) 

1 3. (Currently amended): An information recording control method for 

2 conducting recording and reproduction of information to an information recording medium 

3 having a user data area, an alternative area for th e d e f e ctiv e ar e a A and a medium management 



4 information area to e x e cut e th e store update ^information, wherein information for identifying 

5 said -representative of an allowable number of times of recording of information is previously 

6 recorded to said information recording medium, said method comprising: if a defect on said 

7 information recording medium is detected during recording or reproduction of information, then 

8 selectively recording information indicating the -a location in said alternative area to said ar e a 



9 including th e that is used in place of said defect is r e cord e d to said medium management 

10 information area, and wh e n wherein said step of selectively recording is performed if a number 

1 1 of fee-recordings to at l e ast said m e dium manag e m e nt information area-made to said information 

1 2 recording medium does not exceed fee- said allowable number of times of recording bas e d on 
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13 said information for id e ntifying th e allowabl e numb e r of tim e s of r e cording, th e r e cording is 

14 controll e d . 

1 4. (Currently amended): An information recording control method as claimed in 

2 claim 3, wherein the-an information update count is recorded to said medium management 

3 information area and the -wherein said u pdate ef information is selectively stored to said medium 

4 management information area is controll e d by comparin g based on a comparison of said update 

5 count and said allowable number of times of recording. 

1 5. (Original): An information recording control method as claimed in claim 4, 

2 wherein the recording to said medium management information area is continued when said 

3 medium management information area is recorded in multiple on the two or more areas and 

4 recording is completed normally to the two or more predetermined number of areas among said 

5 multiple recording areas. 

1 6. (Currently amended): An information recording control method as claimed in 

2 claim 4, wherein if said allowable number of times of recording is set, then allowing updates of 

3 recording times to said medium management information area said updat e count is compar e d 

4 with s aid allowabl e numb e r of tim es of r e cording wh e n said allowabl e numb e r of tim e s of 

5 recording is s e t, when said update count is under -less than said allowable number of times of 

6 recording , updat e and not allowing said updates of recording times to said medium management 

7 information area is allow e d, and when said update count is greater than or equal to said 

8 allowable number of times of recordin g or larg e r, updat e of r e cording tim e s to said m e dium 

9 manag e m e nt information ar e a is not allow e d for th e e rron e ous compl e tion of proc e ss , and 

1 0 wherein if said allowable number of times of recording is not yet set, then allowing said u pdates 

1 1 of recording times to said medium management information are a is also allow e d . 

7. (Canceled) 
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1 8. (Currently amended): An information recording control method for 

2 conducting recording and reproduction of information to an information recording medium 

3 which allows update of information, comprising the steps of: 

4 recording information indicating an alternative area fei L 4he -associated with a 

5 defective area including a d e f e ct to the-a_medium management information area in information 

6 recording medium when said defective on said information recording m e dium is detected at th e 

7 time-ef during said recording or reproducing information, and 

8 controlling the -said recording and reproduction of information depending on the 

9 number of times of recording of said information indicating said alt e rnativ e ar e a is recorded to 
10 said medium management information area. 

1 9. (Currently amended): An information recording control method as claimed in 

2 claim 8, wherein the allowable number of times of information is previously recorded to said 

3 information recording medium, mid-said method includ e s further comprising a step for 

4 controlling the recording and reproduction of information by comparing said allowable number 

5 of times of recording to the -said number of times of r e cordin g an alternative area is recorded to 

6 said medium management information area. 

1 10. (Original): An information recording control method as claimed in claim 9, 

2 wherein the information indicating the alternative area is recorded to said medium management 

3 information area in multiple to a plurality of areas, and said method also includes the step for 

4 continuing the recording and reproduction of information when the recorded information is read 

5 out normally from two or more predetermined number of areas among a plurality of said medium 

6 management information areas. 

1 11. (Currently amended): An information recording control method as claimed 

2 in claim 10, wherein the -said recording and reproduction of information ar e continu e d is 

3 permitted when the-anumber of normal areas in said medium management information area is 

4 the -greater than or equal to a p redetermined number^ or larg e r even if the- said number of times of 
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5 r e cording an alternative area is recorded to said medium management information area is equal 

6 to or greater than said allowable number of times of recording or larg e r . 

12. (Canceled) 

1 13. (New): An information recording medium having a user data area, an 

2 alternative area for detected defects, a medium management information area to store update 

3 information, wherein information representing an allowable number of times of recording of 

4 information is pre-recorded on said information recording medium. 

1 14. (New): An information recording medium having a user data area, an 

2 alternative area for detected defects, and a medium management information area to store update 

3 information, wherein an update count of recordings made to said medium management 

4 information area is recorded in said medium management information area, wherein information 

5 representative of an allowable number of times of recording of information is previously 

6 recorded on said information recording medium. 

1 15. (New): An information recording control method for conducting recording 

2 and reproduction of information to an information recording medium, said information recording 

3 medium having a user data area, an alternative area for the defective area, and a medium 

4 management information area to store update information, wherein an update count 

5 representative of a number of recordings made to said medium management information area is 

6 recorded inn said medium management information area, and wherein information representative 

7 of an allowable number of times of recording of information is previously recorded on said 

8 information recording medium, and wherein recording operations are prevented when said 

9 update count exceeds said allowable number of times of recording of information. 

1 16. (New): An information recording control method as claimed in claim 15, 

2 wherein recording to said medium management information area is permitted when said medium 

3 management information area is recorded in two or more areas of said information recording 

4 medium and a recording operation to said two or more areas is successfully performed. 
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